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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schessel (U.S. Patent No. 7,184,430 B2), hereinafter referred as 
Schessel in view of Bartholomew et al. (U.S. Patent No. 292,479 B1). 

Regarding claim 1 , Schessel discloses a fig. 5B gateway device element 32 
placed on the site of a phone switching station, comprising: a communication line to be 
connected to a telephone equipment placed on the site of a subscriber col. 5 line unit - 
subscriber line unit (teaches a subscriber line unit of an element to communicate with 
a calling party through a communication line); col. 5 lines 43-67 (teaches an element 
that can generate the identification of a calling party and an identifier of the called party 
when a signal is received from the calling party) an identifier generation unit operable to 
generate a caller identifier for identifying said telephone equipment and an intended 
recipient identifier for identifying a communication equipment of the intended recipient of 
said telephone equipment on the basis of a control signal from said telephone 
equipment; col. 5 lines 55-57 (teaches a processor that is able to convert signals into 
packet signals and PSTN network signals) a conversion unit operable to convert voice 
signals of said voice communication into packet signals and vice versa; and col. 5 lines 
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55-67 (teaches a switching network that is capable of transmitting and receiving signals 
on the basis of the calling party and the called party identifiers)a packet transmitter 
receiver unit operable to transmit and receive said packet signals on the basis of said 
caller identifier and said intended recipient identifier. 

However Schessel does not expressly disclose a voice communication unit 
operable to perform voice communication with said telephone equipment through 
said communication line. 

Bartholomew discloses col. 9 lines 49-57 a gateway device that is able to 
perform telephony functions including speech functions. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the teachings of Schessel to include a 
gateway with a voice communication unit. One would be motivated as such in 
order to transmit voice calls through diverse network - abstract. 

Regarding claim 2, Schessel discloses col. 5 lines 35-67 (teaches a signal that 
is received from a PSTN network will not be converted into a packet signal unless the 
called party identifier identifies the called party as packet device) further comprising: a 
determination unit operable in order that said voice signals are output to a subscriber 
line exchange without conversion into packet signals depending upon said intended 
recipient identifier. 

Regarding claim 3, Schessel discloses col. 5 lines 35-67 (teaches a features 
and administration database is searched using the calling party and the called party 
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identifier in order to complete the connection through the appropriate network) wherein 
said determination unit is provided with a subscriber database for registering a default 
communication network and a communication network to be connected respectively for 
said subscribers in association with said intended recipient identifier, and searches said 
subscriber database on the basis of said intended recipient identifier in order to select a 
communication network to be connected on the basis of the search result. 

Regarding claims 4, 6, and 7, these system claims are for the apparatus claims 

1-3. Therefore, the claims have been analyzed and rejected based on the apparatus 

claims of claims 1-3, respectively. 

Regarding claims 8, 1 0, and 1 1 , these method claims are for the apparatus 

claims 1-3. Therefore, the claims have been analyzed and rejected based on the 

apparatus claims of claims 1-3, respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Schessel and Bartholomew in further view of Bossemeyer, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 

6,285,671 B1), hereinafter referred as Bossemeyer. 

Regarding claim 5, Schessel and Bartholomew disclose a voice 
conversation system as to the parent claim. However Schessel does not 
expressly disclose comprising an access multiplexer operable to transmit 
and receive the digital signals separated as packet signals from signals 
which are transmitted and received through said communication line. 
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Bossemeyer discloses col. 4 lines 49-67 digital subscriber line access 

multiplexer (DSLAM) that is able to transmit and receive digital signals that have 
been separated. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the teachings of Schessel to include an access 
multiplexer. One would be motivated as such in order utilize higher data capacity 
over a communication line that supports analog and digital data col. 2 lines 15- 
28. 

Regarding claim 9, see similar rejection as claim 5. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL MITCHELL whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5307. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 
5:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shah G. Chirag can be reached on 571-272-3144. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ID. MJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2619 
/Chirag G Shah/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2619 



